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may be a nine-day journalistic wonder; Senator Snort's pronounced views
on internationalism may have the political commentators breathless; and
the New Plan for Interglobal Cooperation may be conversation for
the intelligentsia for weeks. But such matters throw little light on the
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nature of social phenomena; they are of only slightly greater sociological
than geological importance.

The sociologically significant data on current society are secured from
such dull documents as census tracts and by such laborious procedures as
the making of detailed studies of the life of a village or a small town or
some phase of the life of a great city or the collecting and analyzing
of the life histories of a thousand criminals to ascertain what was common
to their careers. From such studies some knowledge of a contemporary
society and of the changes it is undergoing may be gained; and by
comparing one society with other societies, studied in equally unexcit-
ing ways, it may be possible to draw certain conclusions regarding so-
ciety in general. Interesting current events may be used to illustrate these
conclusions, and some will be so used in the discussions to follow. But
illustrations are not to be mistaken for the data upon which conclusions
have been based. One swallow does not make a summer, nor does one
illustration prove a point.